
"If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you 

do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.  John 15:18-19 (NIV) 

 

World 
 

You no longer belong to the world. I have chosen you from out of the world. Even though you still live in the world you 

are no longer of the world. I have changed you. You will think differently than those who are in the world. Your values 

will not be the same. Your desires will be different. You will want what I want. You will desire to know and do my will.  

You will want to accomplish my purposes. You will speak differently than those who are in the world. Your words will 

give life. You words will build others up rather than tear them down. You will act differently than those who are in the 

world. Your actions will offer healing and help and hope to others. In every way you will stand out in the world. You will 

shine brightly for me. You will be like a light set on a hill. You will be like salt that adds a pleasant flavor in the world. 

Others will be drawn to you because they will see me living in and through your life. That’s the good news. Is there news 

that isn’t quite so good? Do you mean what’s the bad news? Yes, I suppose so. I didn't want to say it quite like that.  

 

The world hated me. The world will hate you. This should never take you by surprise. The world’s hate will take on many 

forms. You will be ridiculed. You will be disdained. You will be mocked. The world rejected me. The world will reject you. 

What do you think of all this? On one hand this sounds terrible. On the other hand it comes as very good news. Why do you 

say that? The world will remind me that I do not belong to it when it hates me. The world will affirm to me that I belong to you 

when I am mistreated by it.  The world will encourage me to draw near to you to receive your comfort, encouragement and 

strength when I have been rejected by it. The world will let me know that I am shining brightly for you when its darkness tries to 

overcome me. There is one thing that I know for certain. What’s that? You are with me as I live in this world. Yes, I am. You will 

give me all the help I need as I live in this world for you. Yes, I will. 

 
 

 

 

 

Lord, thank you for choosing me out of the world. Even though I still live in the world I am no longer of the world. Help me to shine 

brightly in the world as one of your followers. I will be encouraged when I am hated because I know the world also hated you. Amen 
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  If                                               Of The World 

 

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me 
before it hated you. If you were of the world, the 
world would love you as its own; but because you 
are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you.  
 

ESV                                                   John 15:18-19 
 

 

 
  If                                  Belonged To The World 

 

"If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated 
me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love 
you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That 
is why the world hates you.  
 

NIV                                                    John 15:18-19 
 

    
  If                                               Of The World 

 

"If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me 
before it hated you. If you were of the world, the 
world would love its own. Yet because you are not 
of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you.  	   
NKJV                                                 John 15:18-19 
 

  

 
  If                                                Belonged To It 

 

“If the world hates you, remember that it hated me 
first. The world would love you as one of its own if 
you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the 
world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it 
hates you.  
 

NLT                                                    John 15:18-19 
 

     
 

  If                           Lived On The World’s Terms 
 

"If you find the godless world is hating you, 
remember it got its start hating me. If you lived on 
the world's terms, the world would love you as one 
of its own. But since I picked you to live on God's 
terms and no longer on the world's terms, the 
world is going to hate you.  
 

MSG                                                  John 15:18-19 
 

 

 
  If                                  Belonged To The World 

 

"If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me 
before it hated you. If you belonged to the world, 
the world would love you as its own. Because you 
do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world—therefore the world hates you.  
 

NRSV                                                John 15:18-19 
 

  
  If                                              Belonged To It   

 

for you get enough hate from the world! But then, it 
hated me before it hated you. The world would 
love you if you belonged to it; but you don’t—for I 
chose you to come out of the world, and so it hates 
you.  
 

TLB                                                   John 15:18-19 
 

    

 
  If                                  Belonged To The World 

 

If the world hates you, know that it hated Me 
before it hated you. If you belonged to the world, 
the world would treat you with affection and would 
love you as its own. But because you are not of 
the world [no longer one with it], but I have chosen 
(selected) you out of the world, the world hates 
(detests) you.  
 

AMP                                                  John 15:18-19 
 
  

  If                                  Belonged To The World 
 

“If the world hates you, remember that it hated me 
first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you 
as it loves its own. But I have chosen you out of 
the world, so you don’t belong to it. That is why the 
world hates you.  
 

NCV                                                  John 15:18-19 
 

    

 
  If                                               Of The World 

 

"If the world hates you, you know that it has hated 
Me before it hated you. "If you were of the world, 
the world would love its own; but because you are 
not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
because of this the world hates you.  
 

NASB                                                John 15:18-19 
 

  



Belonged To The World                Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
If – John 15:18-19                                                                 In Context: Read John 15 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do 
not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. John 15:18-19 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"If | the world | hates you, | keep | in mind | that | it hated | me first. | If you | belonged to | the world, | it would | love you | as | its 
own. | As | it is, | you | do not | belong | to the | world, | but I | have chosen you | out of | the world. | That is why | the world | 
hates you. John 15:18-19 (NIV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, thank you for choosing me out of the world. Even though I still live in the world I am no longer of the world. Help me to shine 
brightly in the world as one of your followers. I will be encouraged when I am hated because I know the world also hated you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What was your life like before Jesus Christ chose you from out of the world to live your life for Him? 
How has your life changed since Jesus Christ chose you from out of the world to live your life for Him? 
How did others react when they found out that you had turned your life over to Jesus Christ to follow Him? 
When have you felt hate, disdain or ridicule from the world because you are a follower of Jesus Christ? 
Why will keeping in mind that the world hated Jesus Christ encourage you when you are similarly hated? 
How have you been able to draw near to the Lord and be comforted when you have experienced the world’s hate? 
How are you shining brightly for Jesus Christ in the world since he has chosen you to follow Him? 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Live your life as one who has been chosen from out of the world and now belongs to Jesus Christ. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord has chosen you from out of the world to live a changed life with and for Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how being chosen from out of the world changes the way that you live.  

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Belonged To The World          John 15           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you live your life knowing that you have been chosen out of the world to live your life for the Lord. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, thank you for choosing me out of the world so that I could live my life for you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I live my life with you as one chosen from out of the world? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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