
But now even more the report about him went abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him and to be healed of their infirmities. 

But he would withdraw to desolate places and pray. Luke 5:15-16 (ESV) 

 
Noise 

 
My life has gotten far too busy. I have pursued a hectic and wearying schedule. I’m always on the go. I have raced from one thing 

to another. I have so little time and no margin. I have been crabby. I have been short tempered. I’m stressed out. I’m at my wits 

end. The busier I am the less I seem to get done. I feel like I am accomplishing a lot of nothing. I feel like I’m going nowhere fast. 

Will my life amount to anything when it is all said and done? Will I have gone where you have sent me? Will I have done what you 

have asked me? Will I have borne fruit for your kingdom? Will I have brought glory to your name? Those are very good 

questions. How will you ever know the answers to them? What do you mean by that? Where will the answers to your 

questions come from? Will you find the answers to your questions from within yourself? I will certainly not be able to 

answer my questions by myself. The answers to my questions are certainly not within myself. Only you can help me to know the 

answers to my questions. That’s right. 

 

Are you asking me a lot of questions? Are you quietly waiting to hear my answers to your questions? Do you think that I 

will shout out answers to your un-asked questions as you race through your busy life? Will you be able to hear me 

above the crowd that has pressed in on your life? You have asked me great questions. No, I have not been coming to you to 

ask you questions. No, I have not been quietly waiting to hear any answers from you. No, I don’t think you will shout out answers 

to questions that I haven’t even bothered to ask of you. No, I don’t think I will be able to hear your answers above the crowd that I 

have allowed to press in on my life. You have answered me well. 

 

Is there something that you want to do differently? Is there a new pattern that you would like to establish in your life? Is 

there a new rhythm for your life that would help you to hear from me? Yes, I want to meet with you. I want to take time to 

listen to you. I want to hear from you. That sounds good. Those are great desires. What action will you take? I will set aside a 

time and place to meet with you. I will withdraw from the crowds. I will step away from busyness. I will eliminate all the noise in my 

life. I will talk and listen to you. I will wait patiently for your guidance. I will listen to your instruction. I will go where you guide me 

and do what you ask of me. Then I will know for certain that my life will count for something as I follow and serve you. Yes, you 

will. 

 

 

 
Lord, I have allowed myself to be surrounded by busyness in life. I have been swallowed up by continually answering the never-ending 

needs of those around me. Help me to take time and make a place when and where I can withdraw to meet with you in prayer. Amen 
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  Rhythms                               Withdraw - Pray 

 

But now even more the report about him went 
abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him 
and to be healed of their infirmities. But he would 
withdraw to desolate places and pray. 
 

ESV                                                     Luke 5:15-16 
 

 

 
  Rhythms                               Withdraw - Pray 

 

Yet the news about him spread all the more, so 
that crowds of people came to hear him and to be 
healed of their sicknesses. 
  

NIV                                                      Luke 5:15-16 
 
 
 
 
    

  Rhythms                              Withdraw - Pray 
 

However, the report went around concerning Him 
all the more; and great multitudes came together 
to hear, and to be healed by Him of their 
infirmities. So He Himself often withdrew into the 
wilderness and prayed. 
 

NKJV                                                   Luke 5:15-16 

 

  

 
  Rhythms                                Withdraw - Pray 

 

But despite Jesus’ instructions, the report of his 
power spread even faster, and vast crowds came to 
hear him preach and to be healed of their diseases.  
But Jesus often withdrew to the wilderness for 
prayer. 
 

NLT                                                      Luke 5:15-16 
 

     
 

  Rhythms                               Withdraw - Pray 
 

But the man couldn't keep it to himself, and the 
word got out. Soon a large crowd of people had 
gathered to listen and be healed of their ailments.  
As often as possible Jesus withdrew to out-of-the-
way places for prayer. 
 

MSG                                                    Luke 5:15-16 
 

 

 
  Rhythms                               Withdraw - Pray 

 

But now more than ever the word about Jesus 
spread abroad; many crowds would gather to hear 
him and to be cured of their diseases. But he 
would withdraw to deserted places and pray. 
 

NRSV                                                  Luke 5:15-16 
 

  
  Rhythms                               Withdraw - Pray 

 

Now the report of his power spread even faster 
and vast crowds came to hear him preach and to 
be healed of their diseases. But he often withdrew 
to the wilderness for prayer. 
 

TLB                                                     Luke 5:15-16 
 

    

 
  Rhythms                               Withdraw - Pray 

 

But so much the more the news spread abroad 
concerning Him, and great crowds kept coming 
together to hear [Him] and to be healed by Him of 
their infirmities. But He Himself withdrew [in 
retirement] to the wilderness (desert) and prayed. 
 

AMP                                                   Luke 5:15-16 
 

  
  Rhythms                               Withdraw - Pray 

 

But the news about Jesus spread even more. 
Many people came to hear Jesus and to be healed 
of their sicknesses, but Jesus often slipped away 
to be alone so he could pray. 
 

NCV                                                    Luke 5:15-16 
 

    

 
  Rhythms                               Withdraw - Pray 

 

But the news about Him was spreading even 
farther, and large crowds were gathering to hear 
Him and to be healed of their sicknesses. But 
Jesus Himself would often slip away to the 
wilderness and pray. 
 

NASB                                                  Luke 5:15-16 
 

  



Withdraw – Pray                             Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Rhythms – Luke 5:15-16                                                         In Context: Read Luke 5 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
But now even more the report about him went abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him and to be healed of their infirmities.  
But he would withdraw to desolate places and pray. Luke 5:15-16 (ESV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
But now | even more | the report | about him | went abroad, | and | great crowds | gathered | to hear him | and | to be healed | of | 
their infirmities. | But he | would withdraw | to | desolate places | and | pray. Luke 5:15-16 (ESV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have allowed myself to be surrounded by busyness in life. I have been swallowed up by continually answering the never-ending 
needs of those around me. Help me to take time and make a place when and where I can withdraw to meet with you in prayer. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How are you making it a rhythm in your life to withdraw from the crowds and noise of life so you can pray? 
Why is it well worth your time to withdraw from the busyness of life to pray to the Lord? 
Why will the noise and busyness of life always attempt to distract you from praying to the Lord? 
Why must you withdraw from the crowds and busyness of life if you want to hear from the Lord? 
How has the Lord revived and refreshed and restored your life as you have withdrawn to meet with Him in prayer? 
How has the Lord guided and guarded the course of your life as you have met with him in prayer?  
How has the Lord born an abundance of fruit through your life as you have met with Him in prayer? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Make it the rhythm of your life to withdraw from the crowds and the busyness of life so you can pray to the Lord. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that it is well worth your time to withdraw from the crowds and busyness of life so that you can pray. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group when and where you withdraw so you can pray to the Lord. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Withdraw - Pray           Luke 5              Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you withdraw from the crowds and busyness of life so that you can pray to the Lord. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will withdraw from the crowds and the busyness of life so that I can pray to you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, what would you like me to pray today as I withdraw from the crowds and busyness of life? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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