
Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for 

whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free. Ephesians 6:7-8 (NIV) 

 

Your Work 

 

In the past I have not always had the best attitude about my work. Frequently I have moaned and groaned about my job. I have 

gone along to get along. I have done just a little more than enough to get by. I have dreaded each day of work and looked forward 

to when I would be off work. My heart has certainly not been fully in my work. My effort has been nothing that could be called 

anything like wholehearted. I have always known that I could do better. I have always thought that I could work harder and 

accomplish more.  

 

Why haven’t you always worked hard and accomplished more? At times my attitude and perspective have been all wrong. I 

have thought that I was working at a job to please an employer. So, I would do just enough to satisfy my boss. Who is your 

employer and your boss? That is a very important question. The answer to that question has changed my entire attitude and 

perspective about my work. How so? I have come to realize that I am not working for an earthly employer and boss. I am working 

for you. You see my effort. You see all that I have accomplished. You know how hard I have worked. You know if my effort has 

been half-hearted. Yes, I do. One day I want to hear you say, “Well done, good and faithful servant”. I will never hear that if my 

work is half-hearted. No, you will not. But, you are now giving yourself fully to the work that I have set before you. Yes, I 

am. That pleases me. 

 

I am glad that you want to serve me with all your heart. As you give yourself fully to your work you will be a bright and 

shinning witness for me in the world. There is something important that I want you to know. What’s that? You are a very 

hard worker. I have seen all your hard work. You stick to a job and don't give up. You persevere and keep on going. You 

are tenacious in your efforts. That brings me to a concern that I have for you. What’s that? You can work too hard. You 

can be too focused. You can burn yourself out physically, emotionally and spiritually. I don’t want you to be always 

working. There is a time to rest and relax. There is a time to be renewed, refreshed and revived. You cannot keep on 

serving me with all your heart if you don't continually take steps be renewed, refreshed and revived. There is a time to 

leave your work and come to me. Come rest and relax in my presence. Let me give you new strength to serve me. Yes, 

Lord, I will. 

 

 

 

Lord, I have allowed myself to become depleted. I’m worn out physically, emotionally and spiritually. There is no wonder why I have not 

been joyfully serving you. Help me to have new zeal, meaning, purpose and wholehearted attitude in the work I do for you. Amen 
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  Servanthood   Rendering Service With A Good Will 

 

rendering service with a good will as to the Lord 
and not to man, knowing that whatever good 
anyone does, this he will receive back from the 
Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is free.  
 

ESV                                                Ephesians 6:7-8 
 

 

 
  Servanthood                   Serve Wholeheartedly 

 

Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the 
Lord, not men, because you know that the Lord will 
reward everyone for whatever good he does, 
whether he is slave or free.  
 

NIV                                                 Ephesians 6:7-8 
 
  
 
    

  Servanthood         With Goodwill Doing Service 
 

with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and not 
to men, knowing that whatever good anyone does, 
he will receive the same from the Lord, whether he 
is a slave or free.  
 

NKJV                                              Ephesians 6:7-8 
 

  

 
  Servanthood                   Work With Enthusiasm 

 

Work with enthusiasm, as though you were working 
for the Lord rather than for people. Remember that 
the Lord will reward each one of us for the good we 
do, whether we are slaves or free.  
 

NLT                                                 Ephesians 6:7-8 
 

     
 

  Servanthood       Work With A Smile On Your Face 
 

And work with a smile on your face, always 
keeping in mind that no matter who happens to be 
giving the orders, you're really serving God. Good 
work will get you good pay from the Master, 
regardless of whether you are slave or free.  
 

MSG                                               Ephesians 6:7-8 
 

 

 
  Servanthood  Render Service With Enthusiasm 

 

Render service with enthusiasm, as to the Lord 
and not to men and women, knowing that 
whatever good we do, we will receive the same 
again from the Lord, whether we are slaves or 
free.  
 

NRSV                                             Ephesians 6:7-8 
 

  
  Servanthood             Work Hard With Gladness 

 

work hard and with gladness all the time, as 
though working for Christ, doing the will of God 
with all your hearts. Remember, the Lord will pay 
you for each good thing you do, whether you are 
slave or free.  	   
TLB                                                Ephesians 6:7-8 
 

    

 
  Servanthood      Render Service Readily With Goodwill 

 

Rendering service readily with goodwill, as to the 
Lord and not to men, Knowing that for whatever 
good anyone does, he will receive his reward from 
the Lord, whether he is slave or free.  
 

AMP                                               Ephesians 6:7-8 
 

  
  Servanthood    Do Your Work With Enthusiasm 

 

Do your work with enthusiasm. Work as if you 
were serving the Lord, not as if you were serving 
only men and women. Remember that the Lord will 
give a reward to everyone, slave or free, for doing 
good.  
 

NCV                                               Ephesians 6:7-8 
 

    

 
  Servanthood     With Good Will Render Service 

 

With good will render service, as to the Lord, and 
not to men, knowing that whatever good thing 
each one does, this he will receive back from the 
Lord, whether slave or free.  
 

NASB                                             Ephesians 6:7-8 
 

  



Serve Wholeheartedly                  Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Servanthood – Ephesians 6:7-8                                      In Context: Read Ephesians 6 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever 
good he does, whether he is slave or free. Ephesians 6:7-8 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Serve wholeheartedly, | as if | you were | serving | the Lord, | not men, | because | you know | that | the Lord | will reward | 
everyone | for whatever | good | he does, | whether | he is | slave | or | free. Ephesians 6:7-8 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have allowed myself to become depleted. I’m worn out physically, emotionally and spiritually. There is no wonder why I have 
not been joyfully serving you. Help me to have new zeal, meaning, purpose and wholehearted attitude in the work I do for you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why are you really serving the Lord rather than men in all the work that you have been given in this life? 
Why will the way you go about your work serve as a good or bad witness for the Lord? 
When have you come to realize that you were serving the Lord with a half-hearted, joyless attitude? 
When has a new joy filled, wholehearted attitude given new meaning and purpose to your work? 
When has your inability to have a joyful, wholehearted attitude signaled to you that you need a new job? 
Why will becoming physically, emotionally and spiritually depleted make it impossible to wholeheartedly serve the Lord? 
What steps are you taking to continually renew yourself so that you can wholeheartedly serve the Lord? 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Make sure that you give yourself wholeheartedly to all the work that the Lord has given you to do for Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will reward you for all the work that you wholeheartedly do for Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has used your wholehearted work as a witness for Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Serve Wholeheartedly          Ephesians 6      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you serve the Lord wholeheartedly in everything that He gives you to do for Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will serve you wholeheartedly in everything you give me to do for you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I serve you wholeheartedly in everything you have given me to do for you today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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