
Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell 

along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, 

because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 

Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop--a 

hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. He who has ears, let him hear." Matthew 13:3-9 (NIV) 

 

Good Soil 

 

I want my life to be like good soil in which your word can grow. I want your word to make me able to bear an abundance of fruit for 

your kingdom. In every way and on every day of my life I want to bring glory to your name. I want to live the life that you have 

called me to live. I want to be able to do all the good works that you have prepared for me to do for you. I don’t want anyth ing to 

get in the way of your working in and through my life. I want to be completely at your disposal. That’s very good.  

 

How can I make sure that my heart is like good soil in which your word can grow? That is a very good question. I’m sure that 

you know the answer to that question. I would like to hear your answer. First, I need to hear your word. If I am not hearing 

your word, then there is no chance that it will be growing in my life. That’s true. How will you hear my word? I will set apart a 

time and place to meet with you in your word every day. I will listen attentively to your word. I will carefully consider your word. I 

will meditate on your word. I will memorize your word. I will let your word dwell in me richly. Most importantly, I will follow and obey 

your word. I will put your word into practice as I follow and serve you. Putting your word into practice will demonstrate that I have 

heard your word. That’s true.  

 

What do you think my word will do for you? Your word will change my heart. Your word will transform my mind. Your word will 

make me able to follow and obey you. Your word will make me able to resist temptation and stand up against evil. Your word will 

guard and guide my life. Your word will keep me on the path that you have laid out for me. Your word will help me to bear an 

abundance of fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. Yes, it will. Your word will keep my heart and mind and life 

focused on you. Your word will make my life like good soil in which it can continue to grow. Your word will accomplish your 

purposes and plans in my life. Yes, it certainly will. You got that right. 

 

 

 

Lord, I want my life to be good soil in which your word can grow and bear an abundance of fruit. I will set apart a time and a place to 

meet with you in your word. I will stop to carefully consider all you are saying to me. I will hear and put your word into practice. Amen 
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  Parables                                      The Sower 

 

And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to 

sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds 

came and devoured them. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they 

did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had 

no depth of soil,  but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since 

they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, 

and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil 

and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He 

who has ears, let him hear.” 
 

ESV                                                Matthew 13:3-9 

 

 
  Parables                                      The Sower 

 

Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to 
sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, 
and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did 

not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 
But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered 
because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up 
and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it 
produced a crop--a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. He who 

has ears, let him hear." 
 

NIV                                                  Matthew 13:3-9 

 
     

  Parables                                      The Sower 
 

Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: "Behold, a 
sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; 
and the birds came and devoured them.  Some fell on stony places, 

where they did not have much earth; and they immediately sprang up 
because they had no depth of earth. But when the sun was up they were 
scorched, and because they had no root they withered away. And some 
fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked them. But 
others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, 

some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!"  
 

NKJV                                               Matthew 13:3-9 

  

 
  Parables                                      The Sower 

 

He told many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: “Listen! A 
farmer went out to plant some seeds. As he scattered them across his 
field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate them. 

Other seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds sprouted 
quickly because the soil was shallow. But the plants soon wilted under the 
hot sun, and since they didn’t have deep roots, they died. Other seeds fell 
among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants. Still other 
seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, 

and even a hundred times as much as had been planted! Anyone with 
ears to hear should listen and understand.” 
 

NLT                                                 Matthew 13:3-9 

     
 

  Parables                                      The Sower 
 

Using the boat as a pulpit, he addressed his congregation, telling stories. 
"What do you make of this? A farmer planted seed. As he scattered the 
seed, some of it fell on the road, and birds ate it.  Some fell in the gravel; 

it sprouted quickly but didn't put down roots, so when the sun came up it 
withered just as quickly. Some fell in the weeds; as it came up, it was 
strangled by the weeds. Some fell on good earth, and produced a 
harvest beyond his wildest dreams.  "Are you listening to this? Really 
listening?" Why Tell Stories?  

 

MSG                                                Matthew 13:3-9 

 

 
  Parables                                      The Sower 

 

Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, 

while the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things in 

parables, saying: "Listen! A sower went out to sow.  And as he sowed, some 

seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell 

on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 

quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were 

scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on 

good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 

thirty.  Let anyone with ears listen!" 
 

NRSV                                              Matthew 13:3-9 

  
  Parables                                      The Sower 

 

He got into a boat and taught from it while the people listened on the 
beach. He used many illustrations such as this one in his sermon: "A 
farmer was sowing grain in his fields. As he scattered the seed across 

the ground, some fell beside a path, and the birds came and ate it.  
And some fell on rocky soil where there was little depth of earth; the 
plants sprang up quickly enough in the shallow soil,  but the hot sun 
soon scorched them and they withered and died, for they had so little 
root. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns choked out the 

tender blades. But some fell on good soil and produced a crop that was 
thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as he had planted.  
 If you have ears, listen!" 

 

TLB                                                 Matthew 13:3-9 
    

 
  Parables                                      The Sower 

 

And He told them many things in parables (stories by way of illustration 
and comparison), saying, A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell by the roadside, and the birds came and ate them up. 

Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they had not much soil; and at 
once they sprang up, because they had no depth of soil. But when the 
sun rose, they were scorched, and because they had no root, they dried 
up and withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them out. Other seeds fell on good soil, and yielded 

grain—some a hundred times as much as was sown, some sixty times 
as much, and some thirty. He who has ears [to hear], let him be listening 
and let him consider and perceive and comprehend by hearing. 

 

AMP                                                Matthew 13:3-9 
  

  Parables                                      The Sower 
 

Then Jesus used stories to teach them many things. He said: “A farmer 

went out to plant his seed. While he was planting, some seed fell by the 

road, and the birds came and ate it all up. Some seed fell on rocky 

ground, where there wasn’t much dirt. That seed grew very fast, because 

the ground was not deep. But when the sun rose, the plants dried up, 

because they did not have deep roots.  Some other seed fell among 

thorny weeds, which grew and choked the good plants. Some other seed 

fell on good ground where it grew and produced a crop. Some plants 

made a hundred times more, some made sixty times more, and some 

made thirty times more. You people who can hear me, listen.“ 
 

NCV                                                Matthew 13:3-9 
    

 
  Parables                                      The Sower 

 

And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, "Behold, the 

sower went out to sow; and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the 

road, and the birds came and ate them up.  "Others fell on the rocky 

places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they sprang 

up, because they had no depth of soil. "But when the sun had risen, they 

were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. 

"Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them 

out.  "And others fell on the good soil and *yielded a crop, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.  "He who has ears, let him 

hear."’ 
 

NASB                                              Matthew 13:3-9 

  



The Sower                                           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Parables – Matthew 13:3-9                                             In Context: Read Matthew 13 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along 

the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because 
the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell 

among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop--a hundred, sixty or 

thirty times what was sown. He who has ears, let him hear." Matthew 13:3-9 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Then | he told them | many things | in parables, | saying: | "A farmer | went out | to sow | his seed. | As | he was | scattering | the 

seed, | some fell | along the path, | and | the birds came | and | ate it up. | Some fell | on rocky places, | where | it | did not | have | 

much soil. | It sprang up quickly, | because | the soil | was shallow. | But when | the sun | came up, | the plants | were scorched, | and 

| they withered | because they had | no root. | Other seed | fell | among thorns, | which | grew up | and | choked | the plants. | Still 
other seed | fell on | good soil, | where it | produced a crop |--a hundred, | sixty | or | thirty times | what was | sown. | He who | has 

ears, | let him | hear." Matthew 13:3-9 (NIV)  

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I want my life to be good soil in which your word can grow and bear an abundance of fruit. I will set apart a time and a place to 

meet with you in your word. I will stop to carefully consider all you are saying to me. I will hear and put your word into practice. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How are you making sure that you are allowing God’s word to grow in your life? 

When and where have you set apart a time and place to meet with God in His word? 
Why will God’s word never grow and take root in your life if you don’t stop to carefully consider it? 

When has the hardness of your heart hindered God’s word from growing in your life? 

What will help prepare your heart and mind to be like fertile soil in which God’s word can grow? 

When have the worries of this life and worldly pursuits choked the growth of God’s word in your life? 
How is God’s word growing in your life allowing you to bear an abundance of fruit for Him? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow your life to be like fertile soil in which God’s word can grow and bear fruit. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that allowing God’s word to grow in your life will allow you to bear fruit for Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are allowing God’s word to grow and bear fruit in your life. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Sower             Matthew 13      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 

 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you allow your life to be like good soil so God’s word can grow and bear fruit in you. 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will allow my life to be like good soil so your word can grow and bear fruit in me. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how do you want your word to grow in me and bear fruit for you today? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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