
When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each 

one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to 

sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. James 1:13-15 (NIV) 

 
Desire 

 
You are too close. I am too close to what? You are way too close to what feeds evil desires within you. I’m not sure what 

you mean by that. How are you most likely to be tempted? Where and when and how are you most vulnerable to 
temptations? You want me to be aware of my vulnerabilities? Yes, I do. You want to me think about where and when and how I 

am most likely to be tempted? You got that right. How often have you been tempted by something that was completely 
unexpected? Not very often. Isn’t it true that most of the time you can predict when, where and how you will be tempted? 

Yes, that is true. You also know your vulnerabilities quite well, isn’t that true? Yes, that is also true. So, you know exactly 
what I mean when I say that you are way too close to what feeds evil desires within you. Yes, I guess that I do. You 
guess? No, I know exactly what you have in mind. What are you going to do about you being too close to what feeds evil 
desires in you? First, I will need to take a detailed inventory of what I am allowing myself to be close to that is feeding evil desires 

within me. Then, I will separate myself from anything that is feeding evil desires within me. I will put anything that is feeding evil 

desires within me on a famine diet. That will be good. 
 
You are not close enough. I am not close enough to what? You are not close enough to what feeds righteous desires 
within you. I’m not sure what you mean by that. What will strengthen you against temptation? What will make you able to 
stand against temptation? What have I given you to help you to live the righteous life that I have called you to live? What 
will fight in you, with you and for you as you face temptations? You have given me your word. Your word will strengthen me 

again against temptation. Your word will make me able to stand against temptation. Your word will help me to live the righteous 

life that you have called me to live. Your word will fight in me, with me and for me as I face temptation. That’s right. As you 
starve what feeds evil desires in you, will you feast on my word that will feed righteous desires in you? Will you resist 
evil and draw near to me? Yes, Lord, I will. Then you will know the truth and the truth will set you free to live your life for 
me. I will make you able to stand against evil. That is exactly what I want. 

 

 

 

 

Lord, I know I cannot stand against temptations to sin with my own strength. I need you to use your word to change my heart and 

transform my mind so I will have your desire and strength to resist temptations to sin. Do your work in me. I am relying on you. Amen 
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Temptation                                Own Desire 
 

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted 
by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he 
himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted 
when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then 
desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin 
when it is fully grown brings forth death. 
 

ESV                                                  James 1:13-15 

 

 

 
Temptation                                  Evil Desire 
 

When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting 
me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he 
tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his 
own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, 
after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, 
when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 
 

NIV                                                   James 1:13-15 

 
 
 
 

    
Temptation                               Own Desires 
 

Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by 

God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He 

Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he 

is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, 

when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, 

when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 
 

NKJV                                                James 1:13-15 

 

 
  

 
Temptation                                Own Desires 
 

And remember, when you are being tempted, do not say, 
“God is tempting me.” God is never tempted to do wrong, 
and he never tempts anyone else. Temptation comes 
from our own desires, which entice us and drag us away. 
These desires give birth to sinful actions. And when sin is 
allowed to grow, it gives birth to death. 
 

NLT                                                  James 1:13-15 

 

     
 
Temptation                          Comes From Us 
 

Don't let anyone under pressure to give in to evil say, 
"God is trying to trip me up." God is impervious to evil, 
and puts evil in no one's way. The temptation to give in 
to evil comes from us and only us. We have no one to 
blame but the leering, seducing flare-up of our own lust.  
Lust gets pregnant, and has a baby: sin! Sin grows up to 
adulthood, and becomes a real killer. 
 

MSG                                                 James 1:13-15 

 

 

 
Temptation                                Own Desire 
 

No one, when tempted, should say, "I am being tempted 

by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil and he 

himself tempts no one. But one is tempted by one's own 

desire, being lured and enticed by it; then, when that 

desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and that sin, 

when it is fully grown, gives birth to death. 
 

NRSV                                               James 1:13-15 

 

  
Temptation                              Evil Thoughts 
 

And remember, when someone wants to do wrong it is 
never God who is tempting him, for God never wants to 
do wrong and never tempts anyone else to do it.  
Temptation is the pull of man’s own evil thoughts and 
wishes. These evil thoughts lead to evil actions and 
afterwards to the death penalty from God. 
 

TLB                                                  James 1:13-15 

 

    

 
Temptation                                  Evil Desire 
 

Let no one say when he is tempted, I am tempted from 
God; for God is incapable of being tempted by [what is] 
evil and He Himself tempts no one. But every person is 
tempted when he is drawn away, enticed and baited by 
his own evil desire (lust, passions). Then the evil desire, 
when it has conceived, gives birth to sin, and sin, when 
it is fully matured, brings forth death. 
 

AMP                                                 James 1:13-15 

 

  

Temptation                                  Evil Desire 
 

When people are tempted, they should not say, “God is 
tempting me.“ Evil cannot tempt God, and God himself 
does not tempt anyone. But people are tempted when 
their own evil desire leads them away and traps them.  
This desire leads to sin, and then the sin grows and 
brings death. 
 

NCV                                                 James 1:13-15 

 

    

 
Temptation                                   Own Lust 
 

Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted 

by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He 

Himself does not tempt anyone.  But each one is 

tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own 

lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; 

and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. 
  

NASB                                               James 1:13-15 

 

  



Evil Desire                                           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Temptation – James 1:13-15                                                In Context: Read James 1 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each one 

is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, 

when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. James 1:13-15 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
When tempted, | no one | should say, | "God | is tempting me." | For God | cannot be | tempted | by evil, | nor does | he tempt anyone; 

| but | each one | is tempted | when, | by | his own | evil desire, | he is | dragged away | and | enticed. | Then, | after desire | has 

conceived, | it | gives birth | to sin; | and | sin, | when | it is | full-grown, | gives birth | to | death. James 1:13-15 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know I cannot stand against temptations to sin with my own strength. I need you to use your word to change my heart and 

transform my mind so I will have your desire and strength to resist temptations to sin. Do your work in me. I am relying on you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How has regularly meeting with God in His word strengthened you against temptations to sin? 
How has regularly meditating on God’s word been changing your heart and transforming your mind?  

How is your changing heart and transforming mind giving you the desire and strength to obey God? 

What is likely to feed temptations and evil desires that will cause you to be enticed to sin?  

How are you separating yourself from everything that feeds temptation and evil desires within you? 
How fast must you flee from temptation if you want to make sure that it does not cause you to sin? 

When has running away from temptation and running to the Lord given you victory over temptation to sin? 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Ask to Lord to strengthen you so that you are not drawn into temptation and sin by your own desire. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will strengthen you so that you are not drawn into temptation and sin by your own desire. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has strengthened you against temptation to sin. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Evil Desire     James 1             Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 

 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you not allow yourself to be tempted and drawn into sin by your own desires. 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will not allow myself to be tempted and drawn into sin by my own desires. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I be strengthened so I will not be tempted and drawn into sin by my own desires? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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