
David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the 

LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll 

strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts 

of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or 

spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands." 1 Samuel 17:45-47 (NIV) 

 
Rely On Me 

 
You will face many battles in life. You can be sure of that. Each battle will present you with a choice. What choice is that? 

You will be asked if you are going to rely on me or are you going to rely on yourself. You may think that you can make 

this choice once for all time. It would even be good to make your choice now in advance. But you must reaffirm again 

and again whatever choice you make now. Well, I have made my choice. I am not going to rely on myself. I am going to rely on 

you. You have made a good choice. 

 

It is easy to say that you will rely on me to fight with you and for you in the battles of life. It will be much harder for you 

to learn to fully rely on me. Why is that? You tell me. I have an independent and self-sufficient nature within me. It is good that 

you are aware of that. How have your battles in life gone when you have relied completely on yourself? I have lost many 

battles simply because I have relied on myself rather than relying on you. That’s right. 

 

When you rely on yourself I don't mind watching you loose battles. Do you know why that is? It is more important to you 

that I come to know and rely on you rather than whether I win or lose a battle. Yes, it is. Don't be confused though, I don't want 

you to loose battles. I have no pleasure when you have to learn a painful lesson by loosing a battle. 

 

When you have relied on me in the battles of life what has happened to you? As I have relied in the battles of life I have 

come to know you better. Yes, you have.  My faith in you has grown, as I have known that you are fighting with me and for me. 

Yes, it has. You have received honor and glory in the victories that you have won for me. Others have been drawn to you as they 

have seen you lead me in victory. It has been my joy to know that I am really living my life with and for you as I am relying on you 

in the battles of life. Will you continue to rely on me to fight with you and for you in the battles of life? Yes Lord, I will. 

 
 

 

 

Lord, I know I will face many battles in life. I also know I will have a choice to make. Will I rely on you or on myself to fight the battles in 

life? I will tell you now. I will rely on you to fight with me and for me in every battle that I will face in life.  Amen 
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  Knowing God            The Battle Is The Lord’s 

 

Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword and with 
a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of 
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day 
the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and 
cut off your head. And I will give the dead bodies of the host of the 
Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the 
earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and that 
all this assembly may know that the LORD saves not with sword and 
spear. For the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give you into our hand.”  
 

ESV                                           1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 

 

 
  Knowing God            The Battle Is The Lord’s 

 

David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear 
and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, 
the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the 
LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your 
head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of 
the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that 
there is a God in Israel. All those gathered here will know that it is not by 
sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and 
he will give all of you into our hands."  
 

NIV                                            1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 
    

  Knowing God            The Battle Is The Lord’s 
 

Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, with a 
spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the LORD of 
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day 
the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take 
your head from you. And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of 
the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that 
all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. Then all this 
assembly shall know that the LORD does not save with sword and 
spear; for the battle is the LORD'S, and He will give you into our hands."  
 

NKJV                                         1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 
  

 
  Knowing God             This Is The Lord’s Battle 

 

David replied to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword, spear, and 
javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies—
the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. Today the LORD 
will conquer you, and I will kill you and cut off your head. And then I will 
give the dead bodies of your men to the birds and wild animals, and the 
whole world will know that there is a God in Israel! And everyone 
assembled here will know that the LORD rescues his people, but not with 
sword and spear. This is the LORD’s battle, and he will give you to us!”  
 

NLT                                            1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 

     
 

  Knowing God        The Battle Belongs To God 
 

David answered, "You come at me with sword and spear and battle-ax. I 
come at you in the name of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the God of 
Israel's troops, whom you curse and mock. This very day GOD is 
handing you over to me. I'm about to kill you, cut off your head, and 
serve up your body and the bodies of your Philistine buddies to the 
crows and coyotes. The whole earth will know that there's an 
extraordinary God in Israel. And everyone gathered here will learn that 
GOD doesn't save by means of sword or spear. The battle belongs to 
GOD—he's handing you to us on a platter!"  
 

MSG                                          1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 
 

 
  Knowing God            The Battle Is The Lord’s 

 

But David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with sword and spear 
and javelin; but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God 
of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This very day the LORD 
will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your 
head; and I will give the dead bodies of the Philistine army this very day 
to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the earth, so that all the 
earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and that all this assembly 
may know that the LORD does not save by sword and spear; for the 
battle is the LORD's and he will give you into our hand."  
 

NRSV                                        1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 

  
  Knowing God  He Works Without Regard To Human Means 

 

David shouted in reply, "You come to me with a sword and a spear, but I 
come to you in the name of the Lord of the armies of heaven and of 
Israel—the very God whom you have defied. Today the Lord will conquer 
you, and I will kill you and cut off your head; and then I will give the dead 
bodies of your men to the birds and wild animals, and the whole world 
will know that there is a God in Israel! And Israel will learn that the Lord 
does not depend on weapons to fulfill his plans—he works without 
regard to human means! He will give you to us!"  
 

TLB                                            1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 

    

 
  Knowing God            The Battle Is The Lord’s 

 

Then said David to the Philistine, You come to me with a sword, a spear, 
and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God 
of the ranks of Israel, Whom you have defied. This day the Lord will 
deliver you into my hand, and I will smite you and cut off your head. And 
I will give the corpses of the army of the Philistines this day to the birds 
of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know 
that there is a God in Israel. And all this assembly shall know that the 
Lord saves not with sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord's, and He 
will give you into our hands.  
 

AMP                                          1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 

  
  Knowing God        The Battle Belongs To Him 

 

But David said to him, “You come to me using a sword and two spears. 
But I come to you in the name of the LORD All-Powerful, the God of the 
armies of Israel! You have spoken against him. Today the LORD will 
hand you over to me, and I’ll kill you and cut off your head. Today I’ll 
feed the bodies of the Philistine soldiers to the birds of the air and the 
wild animals. Then all the world will know there is a God in Israel! 
Everyone gathered here will know the LORD does not need swords or 
spears to save people. The battle belongs to him, and he will hand you 
over to us.“  
 

NCV                                           1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 

    

 
  Knowing God            The Battle Is The Lord’s 

 

Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, a 
spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, 
the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted. "This day the 
LORD will deliver you up into my hands, and I will strike you down and 
remove your head from you. And I will give the dead bodies of the army 
of the Philistines this day to the birds of the sky and the wild beasts of 
the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and 
that all this assembly may know that the LORD does not deliver by 
sword or by spear; for the battle is the LORD'S and He will give you into 
our hands."  
 

NASB                                         1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 
  



The Battle Is The Lord’s              Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Knowing God – 1 Samuel 17:45-47                                In Context: Read 1 Samuel 17 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD 
Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down 
and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the 
whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD 
saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands." 1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
David said | to the Philistine, | "You | come against me | with sword | and spear | and javelin, | but I | come against you | in the 
name | of the | LORD Almighty, | the God | of the armies | of Israel, | whom | you have | defied. | This day | the LORD | will hand you 
| over to me, | and | I'll strike | you down | and | cut off | your head. | Today | I will | give the | carcasses | of the | Philistine army | 
to the | birds | of the | air | and the | beasts | of the earth, | and | the whole world | will know that | there is | a God | in Israel. | All 
those | gathered here | will know that | it is not | by sword | or spear | that | the LORD saves; | for | the battle | is the LORD's, | and 
| he will | give | all of you | into | our hands." 1 Samuel 17:45-47 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know I will face many battles in life. I also know I will have a choice to make. Will I rely on you or on myself to fight 
the battles in life? I will tell you now. I will rely on you to fight with me and for me in every battle that I will face in life.  Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How have you come to know God better in the battles that He has helped you to fight? 
When has the Lord given you victory in a giant sized battle that you were fighting? 
Why is a huge mistake to not rely on the Lord to help you to fight and win battles in life? 
Why will there be battles that you will never win without allowing the Lord to fight with and for you? 
How has your faith in the Lord grown as you have allowed Him to fight with you and for you? 
How has the Lord received honor and glory by fighting and winning battles for you? 
How have others come to know the Lord by watching the Lord help you to fight and win battles? 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Rely on the Lord to fight with you and for you in the battles that you will face in life. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will fight with you and for you in the battles that you will face in life. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has given you victories in battles you have faced in life. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Battle Is The Lord’s          1 Samuel 17      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you rely on the Lord to fight with you and for you in the battles of life. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will rely on you to fight with me and for me in the battles of life. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I rely on you fully as I fight battles in life? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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