
Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its provisions 

in summer and gathers its food at harvest. How long will you lie there, you sluggard? When will you get up from your sleep? A little 

sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest-- and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed 

man. Proverbs 6:6-11 (NIV)  

 

Sluggard 
 

Do you know what a sluggard is? I thought you might ask me that so I quickly looked it up. A sluggard is a slow and lazy 

person. That’s right. You do know that I have given you many gifts, talents and abilities? Yes, I know that you have richly 

blessed my life. I’m glad you chose that word. What word? You used the word blessed. I have richly blessed your life. Why 

do you think I have richly blessed your life? Why do you think I have given you so many gifts, talents and abilities? What 

do you think I might expect of you since I have richly blessed your life with so many gifts, talents and abilities? I’m pretty 

sure that you expect me to use my gifts, talents and abilities to bless the lives of others. You don’t want anything you have given to 

me to go to waste. You don't want any of the gifts, talents and abilities that you have given to me to be unused. That’s right. You 

don't want me to be slow to serve you. You don't want me to be lazy in doing the work that you have given me to do for you. 

That’s also right. 

 

There will come a day in the not too distant future when I will ask you what you did with what I gave you. I will want you 

to tell me how you used your gifts, talents and abilities to serve me. I will want you to tell me how you have worked hard 

to serve me. I will want you to tell me how you have blessed the lives of others with the blessings that I have given to 

you. That day should be filled with joy. On that day we should be able to celebrate how I have worked in and through 

your life as you have worked hard to bear fruit for my kingdom and bring glory to my name. On that day there is 

something that I know you want to hear. Yes, there is. What will you want to hear from me on that day? I will want to hear 

you say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” So what will you do now with your life? I will not be slow. I will not be lazy. I will 

not be a sluggard. I will be filled with joy as I work hard to serve you. I will use all the gifts, talents and abilities that you have given 

to bless the lives of others. That will be very good. 

 

 

 

Lord, I do not want to be lazy in this life. I want work hard and use all the gifts, talents, and abilities you have given to me to serve 

you. Show me where and how I can best serve you and others in hard work that you give me to do. Amen 
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  Wisdom                                  Go To The Ant 

 

Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise. 
Without having any chief, officer, or ruler, she prepares her 
bread in summer and gathers her food in harvest. How long will 
you lie there, O sluggard? When will you arise from your sleep? 
A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, 
and poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want like an 
armed man.  
 

ESV                                                Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

 

 
  Wisdom                                  Go To The Ant 

 

Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! It 
has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its 
provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest. How long 
will you lie there, you sluggard? When will you get up from your 
sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands 
to rest-- and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity 
like an armed man.  
 

NIV                                                 Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

    
  Wisdom                                  Go To The Ant 

 

Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways and be wise, 
Which, having no captain, Overseer or ruler, Provides her 
supplies in the summer, And gathers her food in the harvest. 
How long will you slumber, O sluggard? When will you rise from 
your sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the 
hands to sleep-- So shall your poverty come on you like a 
prowler, And your need like an armed man.  
 

NKJV                                              Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

  

 
  Wisdom              Take A Lesson From The Ants 

 

Take a lesson from the ants, you lazybones. Learn from their 
ways and become wise! Though they have no prince or 
governor or ruler to make them work, they labor hard all 
summer, gathering food for the winter. But you, lazybones, how 
long will you sleep? When will you wake up? A little extra sleep, 
a little more slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest— then 
poverty will pounce on you like a bandit; scarcity will attack you 
like an armed robber.  
 

NLT                                                 Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

     
 

  Wisdom                                 Look At An Ant 
 

You lazy fool, look at an ant. Watch it closely; let it teach you a 
thing or two. Nobody has to tell it what to do. All summer it 
stores up food; at harvest it stockpiles provisions. So how long 
are you going to laze around doing nothing? How long before 
you get out of bed? A nap here, a nap there, a day off here, a 
day off there, sit back, take it easy—do you know what comes 
next? Just this: You can look forward to a dirt-poor life, poverty 
your permanent houseguest!  
 

MSG                                               Proverbs 6:6-11 
 
 

 
  Wisdom                                  Go To The Ant 

 

Go to the ant, you lazybones; consider its ways, and be wise. 
Without having any chief or officer or ruler, it prepares its food 
in summer, and gathers its sustenance in harvest. How long will 
you lie there, O lazybones? When will you rise from your sleep? 
A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, 
and poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want, like an 
armed warrior.  
 

NRSV                                             Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

  
  Wisdom             Take A Lesson From The Ants 

 

Take a lesson from the ants, you lazy fellow. Learn from their 
ways and be wise! For though they have no king to make them 
work, yet they labor hard all summer, gathering food for the 
winter. But you—all you do is sleep. When will you wake up? 
"Let me sleep a little longer!" Sure, just a little more! And as you 
sleep, poverty creeps upon you like a robber and destroys you; 
want attacks you in full armor.  
 

TLB                                                Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

    

 
  Wisdom                                  Go To The Ant 

 

Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider her ways and be wise!— 
Which, having no chief, overseer, or ruler, Provides her food in 
the summer and gathers her supplies in the harvest. How long 
will you sleep, O sluggard? When will you arise out of your 
sleep? Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to lie down and sleep— So will your poverty come like a 
robber or one who travels [with slowly but surely approaching 
steps] and your want like an armed man [making you helpless].  
 

AMP                                               Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

  
  Wisdom                           Go Watch The Ants 

 

Go watch the ants, you lazy person. Watch what they do and 
be wise. Ants have no commander, no leader or ruler, but they 
store up food in the summer and gather their supplies at 
harvest. How long will you lie there, you lazy person? When will 
you get up from sleeping? You sleep a little; you take a nap. 
You fold your hands and lie down to rest. So you will be as poor 
as if you had been robbed; you will have as little as if you had 
been held up.  
 

NCV                                                Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

    

 
  Wisdom                                  Go To The Ant 

 

Go to the ant, O sluggard, Observe her ways and be wise, 
Which, having no chief, Officer or ruler, Prepares her food in 
the summer And gathers her provision in the harvest. How long 
will you lie down, O sluggard? When will you arise from your 
sleep? "A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands 
to rest"— Your poverty will come in like a vagabond And your 
need like an armed man.  
 

NASB                                             Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

  



Go To The Ant                           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Wisdom – Proverbs 6:6-11                                                In Context: Read Proverbs 6  
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its provisions in 
summer and gathers its food at harvest. How long will you lie there, you sluggard? When will you get up from your sleep? A little 
sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest-- and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man.  
Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Go to the ant, | you sluggard; | consider its ways | and be wise! | It has | no commander, | no overseer | or ruler, | yet it stores its 
provisions | in summer | and | gathers its food | at harvest. | How long | will you | lie there, | you sluggard? | When will | you get up | 
from your sleep? | A little sleep, | a little slumber, | a little folding | of the hands | to rest-- | and poverty | will come | on you | like a 
bandit | and | scarcity | like an | armed man. Proverbs 6:6-11 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I do not want to be lazy in this life. I want work hard and use all the gifts, talents, and abilities you have given to 
me to serve you. Show me where and how I can best serve you and others in hard work that you give me to do. Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Who is a good example of someone that is working hard? 
What work do you think you been gifted for and designed to do in life? 
How are you using all your gifts, talents, and abilities in your work? 
When have you felt when you have not been working up to the best of your abilities? 
How has hard work been gratifying, rewarding and fulfilling to you in your life? 
Who are you serving when you fully engage in the work that you have been given to do in life? 
How has the Lord led you to work hard and use all your gifts, talents and abilities to serve Him? 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Ask the Lord to show you where and how you can use your gifts, talents and abilities to work hard in serving Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord has given you gifts, talents and abilities to use in working hard to serve Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you have been fulfilled, gratified and rewarded in hard work. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Go To The Ant                    Proverbs 6        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you use all your gifts, talents and abilities to work hard doing what the Lord has given you to do for Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will work hard and use all the gifts, talents and abilities you have given to me to serve you.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I use all my gifts, talents and abilities to work hard in serving you today? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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