
Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your 

daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.  1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 (NIV)  

 

 
Win Respect 

 
You didn't ever expect to hear me say that did you? What’s that? Mind your own business. Yes, that does sound a little 

strange to hear you say that I need to mind my own business. Let me ask you a question. Go right ahead. How has it worked 

out when you have stuck your nose into other people’s business? I’m not sure how to answer that question. Well, have 

people welcomed you into their lives for you to offer your opinions regarding something that was clearly their 

business? No, they haven’t done that. Have you gotten a pretty strong and negative response whenever you have 

inserted yourself into the business of others? Yes, I have. Will you ever be able to lead a quiet and peaceful life if you 

don't mind your own business? No, I wont. So, what is strange about what I am saying to you? I thought you wanted me to 

be involved in the lives of other people.  

 

Yes, I want you to be involved in the lives of other people. Are you thinking that you have a choice of either inserting 

yourself into other people’s business or becoming completely uninvolved in other people’s lives? Maybe. That’s why 

you thought my saying; “mind your own business” was strange? Yes, it was. Saying, “mind your own business” is not 

the same as saying, “keep to yourself”. I would never tell you to, “keep to yourself.” That’s what I thought. 

 

How do you think I want you to be involved in the lives of other people? I’m sure that you want me to live my life in a way 

that is an example to them. How so? You want me to work hard in the work that you have given me to do for you. You don’t want 

me to be idle and lazy. No, I do not. You want me to work hard in my job so that I can provide for the needs of my family. Yes, I 

do. 

 

There are many other ways that I want you to live your life as an example to others. What are they? We will talk much 

more about that in the future. But, what do you think will happen when you live your life as an example to others? I will 

earn their respect. Yes, you will and what else? They might ask me for help. There is no might about that. You can be 

certain that when you earn others respect they will come to you and ask you for help. Then you will not be sticking your 

nose into other people’s business because they will have asked you for help. What will I do then? Then you will do 

whatever I have given you the opportunity to do for them. At that time and in those moments ask for my help. Will you 

do that? Yes Lord, I will. Then, I will show you how you can serve the people whose respect you have won by being my 

example and witness to them.  

 

 

Lord, thank you for giving me work to do. I will mind my own business and quietly and peacefully work hard at the work you have 

given to me. Use my hard work as a witness for you so I will be able to win the respect of others. Amen 
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  Life                                             Live Quietly 

 

and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own 
affairs, and to work with your hands, as we 
instructed you, so that you may walk properly 
before outsiders and be dependent on no one.  
 

ESV                                  1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 
 

 

 
  Life                                             A Quiet Life 

 

Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind 
your own business and to work with your hands, 
just as we told you, so that your daily life may win 
the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be 
dependent on anybody.  
 

NIV                                   1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 

 
 
 
 
    

  Life                                             A Quiet Life 
 

that you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind 
your own business, and to work with your own 
hands, as we commanded you, that you may walk 
properly toward those who are outside, and that 
you may lack nothing.  
 

NKJV                                1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 
 

  

 
  Life                                             A Quiet Life 

 

Make it your goal to live a quiet life, minding your 
own business and working with your hands, just as 
we instructed you before. Then people who are not 
Christians will respect the way you live, and you will 
not need to depend on others.  
 

NLT                                    1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 
 

     
 

  Life                                               Stay Calm 
 

Stay calm; mind your own business; do your own 
job. You've heard all this from us before, but a 
reminder never hurts. We want you living in a way 
that will command the respect of outsiders, not 
lying around sponging off your friends.  
 

MSG                                 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 
 

 

 
  Life                                             Live Quietly 

 

to aspire to live quietly, to mind your own affairs, 
and to work with your hands, as we directed you, 
so that you may behave properly toward outsiders 
and be dependent on no one.  
 

NRSV                               1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 
 

  
  Life                                             A Quiet Life 

 

This should be your ambition: to live a quiet life, 
minding your own business and doing your own 
work, just as we told you before. As a result, 
people who are not Christians will trust and 
respect you, and you will not need to depend on 
others for enough money to pay your bills.  
 

TLB                                   1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 
 

    

 
  Life                         Live Quietly And Peacefully 

 

To make it your ambition and definitely endeavor to live 
quietly and peacefully, to mind your own affairs, and to 
work with your hands, as we charged you, So that you 
may bear yourselves becomingly and be correct and 
honorable and command the respect of the outside 
world, being dependent on nobody [self-supporting] and 
having need of nothing.  
 

AMP                                  1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 
 
  

  Life                                         A Peaceful Life 
 

Do all you can to live a peaceful life. Take care of 
your own business, and do your own work as we 
have already told you. If you do, then people who 
are not believers will respect you, and you will not 
have to depend on others for what you need.  
 

NCV                                  1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 
 

    

 
  Life                                             A Quiet Life 

 

and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life 
and attend to your own business and work with 
your hands, just as we commanded you, so that 
you will behave properly toward outsiders and not 
be in any need.  
 

NASB                                1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 
 

  



A Quiet Life                                        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Life – 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12                                In Context: Read 1 Thessalonians 4 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your 
daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Make it | your ambition | to lead | a quiet life, | to mind | your own | business | and to | work with | your hands, | just as | we told 
you, | so that | your daily life | may win | the respect | of outsiders | and | so that | you will | not be | dependent on | anybody.  
1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, thank you for giving me work to do. I will mind my own business and quietly and peacefully work hard at the 
work you have given to me. Use my hard work as a witness for you so I will be able to win the respect of others. Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When has minding other people’s business, gotten you into conflict and caused you to suffer for it? 
How are you focusing your attention on the business and work at hand that God has given you to do for Him? 
How will focusing on your own business and the work God has given you to do help you to lead a quiet life? 
How have you made it your ambition to live quietly and peacefully in your relationships with other people? 
How has the quiet and peaceful way in which you work hard won the respect of others outside the faith? 
Why does God want you to work hard at the work that He has given you to do for Him? 
How has your hard work provided for your own needs so you don't have to depend on others for their help? 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Make sure that you are a witness to others outside the faith by the way you quietly and peacefully go about your work. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will use your quiet and peaceful hard work to win the respect of others outside the faith. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are quietly and peacefully working hard as a witness for Christ. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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A Quiet Life           1 Thessalonians 4     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you faithfully go about your business leading a quiet life that gains the respect of others. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to faithfully and quietly do the work that you have given me to do for you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, what business do I need to get done today so I can lead a quiet life before you? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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