
Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a quarrel dies down. 

Proverbs 26:20 (NIV) 

 

Damaging Words 
 

 
You’ve always liked the roaring flame of a fire.  Yes I have.  Fire has been something that has intrigued me since I was a child.  

You’ve liked to play with fires?  Yes, building and sitting around a warm fire is something that I could do for hours, even now as 

an adult.  I like the colors and smell and even the crackling sounds of a blazing fire.  Some of my special memories with you have 

been made sitting quietly around a fire listening to what you wanted to say to me.  Yes, those have been some very special 

moments for you and I. 

 

I have something that I want to say to you about fire.  What’s that?  A fire can be very dangerous.  Yes, I know.  Remember 

how I almost set a small forest on fire?  What a panic that was.  You learned a valuable lesson that day.  You learned all 

about the dangers of playing with fire.  Yes, I did.  That’s the topic that I want to talk to you about today.  I’m listening. 

 

The words that come out of your mouth can be like a fire.  They can be very dangerous.  They can wound and hurt and 

do tremendous damage.  There is nothing pleasant about these kinds of words and this kind of fire.  No one is warmed 

by hurtful words.  There sound is not pleasant to the ear or beautiful in anyone else’s sight.  Hurtful and unkind words 

even if they may be true are grievous to me.  I don’t want you to think these kinds of damaging words about anyone else 

including yourself.  I especially don’t want these kinds of words to come out of your mouth.  Do you understand why?  

I’m sure that I do.  How sure?  I’m absolutely positive.  Tell me then why these words must not be in your mind or coming 

out of your mouth.  There is more than one answer to that question.  First of all I don’t want to think or say anything that grieves 

you.  I know you don’t.  Secondly, it is the devil and his evil that uses these kinds of thoughts and words to steal, kill, and destroy 

life.  Yes, he does.  Finally, I know that you want to use my life to bear abundant fruit for you.  Yes, I do.  There is probably 

nothing more damaging to my bearing fruit for you than improper, hurtful, and sinful thoughts and words in my mind coming out of 

my mouth.  No, there is not.  That is where evil and sin of every kind starts.  So, I will turn away from evil thoughts and words.  I 

will not let my words stoke a fire that does damage to others, myself, or your plans for my life.  That will be very good.  Let me 

change your heart and transform your mind so that you will be thinking my thoughts and speaking my words.  Yes Lord, 

change me and give me the thoughts and words that you want me to think and to say. 

 

 

Lord, I have chewed on choice morsels of gossip. I have fanned flames of a quarrel. I have fallen into a dark pit of tearing others down 

with words. Forgive me. Change my heart and transform my mind so I can speak loving and healing words that come from you.  Amen 
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  Wisdom                                   Fire Goes Out 

 

For lack of wood the fire goes out, and where there 
is no whisperer, quarreling ceases.  
 

ESV                                                 Proverbs 26:20 
 

 

 
  Wisdom                                   Fire Goes Out 

 

Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a 
quarrel dies down.  
 

NIV                                                  Proverbs 26:20 
 
  
 

    
  Wisdom                                   Fire Goes Out 

 

Where there is no wood, the fire goes out; And 
where there is no talebearer, strife ceases.  
 

NKJV                                               Proverbs 26:20 
 

  

 
  Wisdom                                   Fire Goes Out 

 

Fire goes out without wood, and quarrels disappear 
when gossip stops.  
 

NLT                                                  Proverbs 26:20 
 

     
 

  Wisdom                                   Fire Goes Out 
 

When you run out of wood, the fire goes out; when 
the gossip ends, the quarrel dies down.  
 

MSG                                                Proverbs 26:20 
 

 

 
  Wisdom                                   Fire Goes Out 

 

For lack of wood the fire goes out, and where there 
is no whisperer, quarreling ceases.  
 

NRSV                                              Proverbs 26:20 
 

  
  Wisdom                                   Fire Goes Out 

 

Fire goes out for lack of fuel, and tensions 
disappear when gossip stops.  
 

TLB                                                  Proverbs 26:20 
 

    

 
  Wisdom                                   Fire Goes Out 

 

For lack of wood the fire goes out, and where there 
is no whisperer, contention ceases.  
 

AMP                                                 Proverbs 26:20 
 

  
  Wisdom                                Fire Will Go Out 

 

Without wood, a fire will go out, and without 
gossip, quarreling will stop.  
 

NCV                                                 Proverbs 26:20 
 

    

 
  Wisdom                                   Fire Goes Out 

 

For lack of wood the fire goes out, And where 
there is no whisperer, contention quiets down.  
 

NASB                                               Proverbs 26:20 
 

  



Fire Goes Out                            Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Wisdom – Proverbs 26:20                                        In Context: Read Proverbs 26   
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a quarrel dies down. Proverbs 26:20 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Without wood | a fire | goes out; | without gossip | a quarrel |dies down. Proverbs 26:20 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have chewed on choice morsels of gossip. I have fanned flames of a quarrel. I have fallen into a dark pit of tearing others down 

with words. Forgive me. Change my heart and transform my mind so I can speak loving and healing words that come from you.  Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What damage has been done in your life or in the lives of others as a result of gossip? 

When has gossip been like a choice morsel of food that is very hard to resist chewing on? 

How are you making it your practice to eliminate gossiping about others from your life? 
When have you removed yourself from a conversation because you did not want to engage in gossip? 

How is gossip like a dark and dangerous pit that you must be very careful not to fall into? 

When have you had to distance yourself from certain friends because of their habit of gossiping? 

When has the Lord used you to throw cold water on the flames of gossip when they began to flare up? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
By your own behavior let others know that you will not engage in any form of gossip about another person. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will use you to put out flames of gossip whenever they are ignited and begin to flare up. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are making it your practice to eliminate gossip from your life. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Fire Goes Out            Proverbs 26      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 

 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you allow the Lord to use you to put on the flames of gossip when they flare up. 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, use my thoughts and words to put out flames of gossip whenever they flare up. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how will you use my thoughts and words to put out flames of gossip when they flare up? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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