
"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on 

me, a sinner.' "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will 

be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." Luke 18:13-14 (NIV)  

 

Humble Yourself 
 

Be careful.  About what?  I think you already know.  But, let’s talk about it.  Don’t think too highly of yourself.  In what 

ways?  In every way.  I created you.  You are the work of my hands.  All that you have and all that you are comes from 

me.  You have not made yourself.  Everything you have is a gift from me.  I know that.  Yes, I know that you do.  But, it is 

a trap and a trick of the devil to make you think of yourself more highly than you ought to.  I want you to guard against 

this attitude becoming a part of your thinking.  I will watch out.  A sure sign that you are in trouble is if you have begun to 

look down on other people.  Have you been doing this at all?  I suppose maybe I have.  If I have it wouldn’t have been a 

deliberate attitude or choice that I made.  I’m not denying that some part of me has been proud and maybe even feeling a little 

superior.  I know that I am not superior to anyone at all.  I am a sinner desperately in need of forgiveness, just like everyone else.  

It’s very good that you realize and acknowledge this.  I have something to say about your prideful attitude not being a 

deliberate choice.  What’s that?  Pride is very deceptive.  It slinks and slithers in slowly like a snake.  If you aren’t very 

careful, you won’t even notice it.  That’s why I pointed out a sure sign of pride being a superior attitude toward other 

people.  You can always monitor your pride by asking me, “how is my attitude toward other people?”  If you have a 

problem, I will show it to you.  Are there any other signs of pride you want to point out to me?  I’m glad that you asked that.  

Yes, there are two more I want you to think about.  I’m listening. 

 

When you trust yourself and not me, that is also a sign that pride has a strong grip on you.  If you are wise in your own 

eyes, what need will you have of me?  I don’t ever want to have that attitude.  How will I know if I’m in trouble on this point?  

Monitor how you make your decisions.  Are you bringing your questions to me and asking me for help?  If you’re not 

then you have wandered into pride filled independence that will get you into trouble.  If this is where you find yourself, 

stop and return to me and ask for my help and guidance.  I will.  What else do you want me to consider? 

 

When you have begun to think that you are not a sinner or have no sins you need to confess to me, then pride has 

overtaken you.  You are a sinner and you will have sins you need to confess.  There is no reason to deny this to yourself 

or before me.  I want you to have a heart that is always ready, willing, and able to confess your sins to me.  You and I 

don’t want any unconfessed sin to hinder our relationship or your ministry for me.  You’re so right about that.  I don’t want 

to hide from you because of pride and sin.  What do you suggest that I do?  When we meet together daily, ask me if there is 

any sin that you need to confess.  If there is, I will help you to see it so that you can confess it and be forgiven, cleansed 

and free of it.  Will you do this?  Yes Lord, I will. 

 

Lord, there is no doubt about it. I am a sinner. I haven’t sinned just a little bit. No, I am completely unrighteous. I am confessing 

and turning from all my sins to follow you. Thank you for forgiving and cleansing me of all my sin.  Amen 

 

 

 



 
 

                                                                     
  Parables                Pharisee And Tax Collector 

 

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift 
up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified, rather than the other. For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the 
one who humbles himself will be exalted.”  
 

ESV                                                   Luke 18:13-14 
 

 

 
  Parables                Pharisee And Tax Collector 

 

"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not 
even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 
'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' "I tell you that this 
man, rather than the other, went home justified before 
God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
and he who humbles himself will be exalted."  
 

NIV                                                    Luke 18:13-14 
 
  
     

  Parables                Pharisee And Tax Collector 
 

And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so 
much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' I tell you, this 
man went down to his house justified rather than the 
other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
and he who humbles himself will be exalted."  
 

NKJV                                                 Luke 18:13-14 
 

  

 
  Parables                Pharisee And Tax Collector 

 

“But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not 
even lift his eyes to heaven as he prayed. Instead, he 
beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to 
me, for I am a sinner.’ I tell you, this sinner, not the 
Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For those 
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.”  
 

NLT                                                   Luke 18:13-14 
 

     
 

  Parables                Pharisee And Tax Collector 
 

"Meanwhile the tax man, slumped in the shadows, his 
face in his hands, not daring to look up, said, 'God, give 
mercy. Forgive me, a sinner.' " Jesus commented, "This 
tax man, not the other, went home made right with God. 
If you walk around with your nose in the air, you're going 
to end up flat on your face, but if you're content to be 
simply yourself, you will become more than yourself."  
 

MSG                                                  Luke 18:13-14 
 
 

 
  Parables                Pharisee And Tax Collector 

 

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even 
look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and 
saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' I tell you, this 
man went down to his home justified rather than the 
other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but 
all who humble themselves will be exalted."  
 

NRSV                                                Luke 18:13-14 
 

  
  Parables                Pharisee And Tax Collector 

 

"But the corrupt tax collector stood at a distance and 
dared not even lift his eyes to heaven as he prayed, but 
beat upon his chest in sorrow, exclaiming, ’God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner.’ I tell you, this sinner, not the 
Pharisee, returned home forgiven! For the proud shall 
be humbled, but the humble shall be honored."  
 

TLB                                                   Luke 18:13-14 
 

    

 
  Parables                Pharisee And Tax Collector 

 

But the tax collector, [merely] standing at a distance, 
would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but kept 
striking his breast, saying, O God, be favorable (be 
gracious, be merciful) to me, the especially wicked 
sinner that I am! I tell you, this man went down to his 
home justified (forgiven and made upright and in right 
standing with God), rather than the other man; for 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he 
who humbles himself will be exalted.  
 

AMP                                                  Luke 18:13-14 
   

  Parables                Pharisee And Tax Collector 
 

“The tax collector, standing at a distance, would not 
even look up to heaven. But he beat on his chest 
because he was so sad. He said, ’God, have mercy on 
me, a sinner.’ I tell you, when this man went home, he 
was right with God, but the Pharisee was not. All who 
make themselves great will be made humble, but all who 
make themselves humble will be made great.“  
 

NCV                                                  Luke 18:13-14 
 
    

 
  Parables                Pharisee And Tax Collector 

 

"But the tax collector, standing some distance away, 
was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was 
beating his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, the 
sinner!' "I tell you, this man went to his house justified 
rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be 
exalted."  
 

NASB                                                Luke 18:13-14 
 

  



Pharisee And Tax Collector      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Parables – Luke 18:9-14                                                       In Context: Read Luke 18  
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, 
a sinner.' "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." Luke 18:13-14 

 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"But | the tax collector | stood at | a distance. | He would | not even | look up | to heaven, | but beat | his breast | and said, | 'God, 
have mercy | on me, | a sinner.' | "I tell you | that | this man, | rather than | the other, | went home | justified before God. | For 
everyone | who exalts himself | will be humbled, | and | he who | humbles himself | will be | exalted." Luke 18:13-14 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, there is no doubt about it. I am a sinner. I haven’t sinned just a little bit. No, I am completely unrighteous. I am 
confessing and turning from all my sins to follow you. Thank you for forgiving and cleansing me of all my sin.  Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you tried to earn your way toward being acceptable to God? 
When have you thought that your own goodness was going to be enough to get you into heaven? 
When have you thought that your sins were not all that bad compared to the sins of other people? 
When have you thought that you were better than other unimportant, insignificant and unworthy people? 
Why will self-effort and self-righteousness never make you acceptable to God? 
Why did Jesus Christ need to die on the cross for the sins that you have committed?  
When have you acknowledged your sins to God and asked Him to forgive you of all your unrighteousness? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Turn away from your sins and confess them to the Lord and receive His forgiveness and cleansing from them. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
As you confess your sins to the Lord, have faith that you are forgiven and have been made righteous in His eyes. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how your forgiveness in Christ has made more forgiving towards others. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Pharisee And Tax Collector      Luke 18                      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you turn from your sins and confess them to the Lord as you receive His forgiveness and cleansing. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to turn away from all my sins and confess them to you as I receive your forgiveness and cleansing. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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