
"The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in 

dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that 

when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with 

much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you have not been trustworthy in handling 

worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who will 

give you property of your own?  Luke 16:8-12 

 
Test and Trust 

 
Have you noticed the race of life that those of the world are running?  I’m not sure what you mean.  Sure you do, you see it 

every day almost the minute you step out your front door.  What’s that?  There is an all out pursuit of money and all the 

comforts and pleasures it can buy.  Oh that, yes I am well aware of that.  You once were consumed by that pursuit.  Yes I 

was.  Even now, once in a while, you fall back into that, don’t you?  Yes, I do and even more than once and a while.  Yes, 

I’m glad that you are willing to admit that. 

 

How often have you seen someone who has the same aggressive and passionate pursuit of their life with me as those 

that are pursuing the world?  Could I rephrase that question?  Yes, go right ahead.  Alright, how often have I seen someone 

completely one hundred percent devoted to following you, is that what you are asking me?  Yes, I am.  I’m not sure if I have ever 

seen anything like that before.  But, I will tell you one thing.  What’s that?  I want to love, follow, and pursue you with my whole 

heart and mind.  I want to use all that you have given me to serve you.  I don’t want anything to go to waste, be misused or left 

unused. 

 

That’s a very good desire that you have.  See to it that you live that desire out.  With your help and power, I will.  I can’t do it 

on my own that’s for sure.  Yes, that’s true.  I want you to know something.  What’s that?  It’s very important that you are 

faithful to properly use all that I have given to you.  Why is that?  Why do you think?  I think that if I am faithful with a little 

you will entrust me with more.  Yes, I will.  Do you know that your whole life is both a test and a trust?  What does that 

mean?  The test and trust is “how well did you use all that I entrusted you with”?  I have blessed and gifted you so that 

you can serve me.  I have placed resources in your hands to be used for my kingdom and glory.  How well is your life 

and resources being used for my plan and purposes?  That’s a good question.  Yes, it is.  One day, after your life is over, 

you will be asked that question.  Will you help me to live my life in ways that will prepare me to answer that question well?  Yes, 

I will.  Will you help me to be faithful to you even in the smallest details?  Yes, I will.  I am so thankful that you will help me to 

answer that question.  Why is that?  I know that I will never be able to answer that question well without your help.  No, you 

could not.  But, I will help you to know how to answer it as you love me and pursue the life I have for you. 

 

Lord, I know that I have not been completely faithful to use all that you have given me to serve you. Forgive me. Help me now to 

know how I can use all that you have given me to serve you and bear abundant fruit for your glory. Amen 
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  Parables                        The Shrewd Manager 

The master commended the dishonest manager for his 
shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing 
with their own generation than the sons of light. And I tell you, make 
friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when 
it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. “One who is 
faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is 
dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have 
not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you 
the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in that which is 
another’s, who will give you that which is your own?  
 

ESV                                                     Luke 16:8-12 
  

 
  Parables                        The Shrewd Manager 

"The master commended the dishonest manager because he had 
acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. I tell you, 
use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is 
gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. "Whoever can be 
trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you 
have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust 
you with true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with 
someone else's property, who will give you property of your own?  
 

NIV                                                      Luke 16:8-12 
 
  
 
    

  Parables                        The Shrewd Manager 
So the master commended the unjust steward because he had 
dealt shrewdly. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in their 
generation than the sons of light. And I say to you, make friends for 
yourselves by unrighteous mammon, that when you fail, they may 
receive you into an everlasting home. He who is faithful in what is 
least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is 
unjust also in much. Therefore if you have not been faithful in the 
unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 
And if you have not been faithful in what is another man's, who will 
give you what is your own?  
 

NKJV                                                   Luke 16:8-12 
 
  

 
  Parables                        The Shrewd Manager 

“The rich man had to admire the dishonest rascal for being so 
shrewd. And it is true that the children of this world are more shrewd 
in dealing with the world around them than are the children of the 
light. Here’s the lesson: Use your worldly resources to benefit others 
and make friends. Then, when your earthly possessions are gone, 
they will welcome you to an eternal home. “If you are faithful in little 
things, you will be faithful in large ones. But if you are dishonest in 
little things, you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities. And if 
you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with 
the true riches of heaven? And if you are not faithful with other 
people’s things, why should you be trusted with things of your own?  
 

NLT                                                     Luke 16:8-12 
      

 
  Parables                        The Shrewd Manager 

"Now here's a surprise: The master praised the crooked manager! And 
why? Because he knew how to look after himself. Streetwise people are 
smarter in this regard than law-abiding citizens. They are on constant 
alert, looking for angles, surviving by their wits. I want you to be smart in 
the same way—but for what is right—using every adversity to stimulate 
you to creative survival, to concentrate your attention on the bare 
essentials, so you'll live, really live, and not complacently just get by on 
good behavior." Jesus went on to make these comments: If you're 
honest in small things, you'll be honest in big things; If you're a crook in 
small things, you'll be a crook in big things. If you're not honest in small 
jobs, who will put you in charge of the store?  

MSG                                                    Luke 16:8-12 

 

 
  Parables                        The Shrewd Manager 

And his master commended the dishonest manager because he 
had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. And I 
tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth 
so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal 
homes. "Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; 
and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If 
then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will 
entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with 
what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own?  
 

NRSV                                                  Luke 16:8-12 

  
  Parables                        The Shrewd Manager 

"The rich man had to admire the rascal for being so shrewd. And it 
is true that the citizens of this world are more clever [in dishonesty!] 
than the godly are. But shall I tell you to act that way, to buy 
friendship through cheating? Will this ensure your entry into an 
everlasting home in heaven? No! For unless you are honest in small 
matters, you won’t be in large ones. If you cheat even a little, you 
won’t be honest with greater responsibilities. And if you are 
untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true 
riches of heaven? And if you are not faithful with other people’s 
money, why should you be entrusted with money of your own?  
 

TLB                                                     Luke 16:8-12 

    

 
  Parables                        The Shrewd Manager 

And [his] master praised the dishonest (unjust) manager for acting shrewdly and 
prudently; for the sons of this age are shrewder and more prudent and wiser in 
[relation to] their own generation [to their own age and kind] than are the sons of 
light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous mammon 
(deceitful riches, money, possessions), so that when it fails, they [those you have 
favored] may receive and welcome you into the everlasting habitations (dwellings). 
He who is faithful in a very little [thing] is faithful also in much, and he who is 
dishonest and unjust in a very little [thing] is dishonest and unjust also in much. 
Therefore if you have not been faithful in the [case of] unrighteous mammon 
(deceitful riches, money, possessions), who will entrust to you the true riches? And if 
you have not proved faithful in that which belongs to another [whether God or man], 
who will give you that which is your own [that is, the true riches]?  
 

AMP                                                    Luke 16:8-12 

  
  Parables                        The Shrewd Manager 

So, the master praised the dishonest manager for being smart. Yes, 
worldly people are smarter with their own kind than spiritual people 
are. “I tell you, make friends for yourselves using worldly riches so 
that when those riches are gone, you will be welcomed in those 
homes that continue forever. Whoever can be trusted with a little 
can also be trusted with a lot, and whoever is dishonest with a little 
is dishonest with a lot. If you cannot be trusted with worldly riches, 
then who will trust you with true riches? And if you cannot be trusted 
with things that belong to someone else, who will give you things of 
your own?  
 

NCV                                                    Luke 16:8-12 

    

 
  Parables                        The Shrewd Manager 

"And his master praised the unrighteous manager because he had 
acted shrewdly; for the sons of this age are more shrewd in relation 
to their own kind than the sons of light. "And I say to you, make 
friends for yourselves by means of the wealth of unrighteousness, 
so that when it fails, they will receive you into the eternal dwellings. 
"He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and 
he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in 
much. "Therefore if you have not been faithful in the use of 
unrighteous wealth, who will entrust the true riches to you? "And if 
you have not been faithful in the use of that which is another's, who 
will give you that which is your own?  
 

NASB                                                  Luke 16:8-12 
  



The Shrewd Manager               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Parables – Luke 16:8-12                                                      In Context: Read Luke 16 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it 
is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and 
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, 
who will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property of 
your own? Luke 16:8-12  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"The master | commended | the dishonest manager | because he had | acted shrewdly. | For the people | of this world | are more 
shrewd | in dealing | with their own kind | than are | the people | of the light. | I tell you, | use worldly wealth | to gain friends | for 
yourselves, | so that | when it is gone, | you | will be | welcomed into | eternal dwellings. | "Whoever can be | trusted with | very little 
| can also | be trusted | with much, | and whoever | is dishonest | with very little | will also be | dishonest with much. | So if | you 
have not been | trustworthy in handling | worldly wealth, | who will | trust you | with true riches? | And if | you have | not been 
trustworthy | with someone else's property, | who will | give you | property | of your own? Luke 16:8-12  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know that I have not been completely faithful to use all that you have given me to serve you. Forgive me. Help 
me now to know how I can use all that you have given me to serve you and bear abundant fruit for your glory. Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What has the Lord given to you that you are expected to make wise use of in this life for Him? 
How are you making sure that you are wisely using all that the Lord has given to you to serve Him? 
When have you be wasting something that the Lord gave you to wisely use for Him? 
When will you give an account to the Lord about how you have used all that He has given to you? 
How sold out are the worldly in their pursuit an use of material possessions? 
How sold out are you in your pursuit of loving, following and serving the Lord? 
What will you do differently; knowing that you will give account for how you used what the Lord gave you? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Be completely sold out to the Lord in using all that you have and are to serve Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to wisely and fruitfully use all that the Lord has given to you. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are using what the Lord has given you to faithfully serve Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Shrewd Manager         Luke 16                     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you wisely use all that the Lord has given to you to faithfully and fruitfully serve Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to wisely and faithfully use all that you have given to me to fruitfully serve you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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