
But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a 

crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown." Matthew 13:23 (NIV) 
 

Fruitful Heart 
 
What is the condition of your heart? That depends, I suppose. What do you mean by that?  I wish that I could say that the 

condition of my heart is always soft and fertile, like a very well cared for garden. What is it that changes the condition of 

your heart? How can you continually take care of your heart so that it will be like a well cared for garden? 

 

I know that the condition of my heart can become hard. How is that? There are any number of possibilities. Can you name 

one? I’ll try. When I allow myself to be filled with pride my heart can become quite hard. How so? My pride tells me that I know 

it all. I can become so certain of something that I am completely unteachable. That’s not good. I know. In this condition I’m not 

able to receive anything from you or anyone else. You don’t want that. No, I don’t. I can’t tell you how many dumb mistakes 

I’ve made because I failed to hear and understand what you or others have wanted to say to me.  

 

What else would you like to say about the condition of your heart? I know that my heart can be fickle and fragile. Can 

you give me an example? One day I can be so excited to know that you have a purpose and plan for my life. Yes, I do.

I know, that’s what your word says. But, the next day I might be completely discouraged. How is that possible? It’s easy. Why 

is that?  Sometimes, I let difficult circumstances. delay or roadblocks cause me to forget the promise that you have a purpose 

and plan for my life. I’m embarrassed to say that I’ve sometimes lived as if I don’t believe or haven’t heard your word.  It’s as if I 

haven’t taken a firm grip on your word or let it take a firm grip on me. This is not good either. I would have to agree with you. 

 

Is there one final thing that you would like to say about the condition of your heart? I know that my heart can become 

entangled in the things of this world. What do you have in mind? It seems like I’m constantly being bombarded with the 

message that I don’t have enough. I shouldn’t be content with what I have. I should want or need more. It almost doesn’t matter 

what the “more” is. It’s the pursuit of this “more” and my lack of contentment that causes me to chase after what I don’t need or 

shouldn’t have. It’s this pursuit leading me to run in the wrong direction that does damage to my heart. What direction is that?  

It’s any direction that leads away from you and all that you have for me. It’s any direction that replaces what you have for me 

with the things of this world. You don’t want that. No, I don’t. 

 

What do you think will guard your heart so that you will be fruitful for me? Guarding and tending my heart all comes 

down to one thing. What’s that? When I spend time with you in your word; it is you that will guard, keep and protect my heart. 

Yes, I do. You will sow your word into my heart and mind. You will mold and shape my life by your word. It is you that will make 

me fruitful for you. Your word being lived out in my heart, mind and life will bear a rich harvest for your Kingdom and Glory. Is 

that what you want me to do in you, for you and through you? Yes, more than anything else. Make my heart fruitful for 

you. Yes, I will. 

 

Lord, prepare my heart so that your word will take root and grow in me. Help me to hear and obey all you say to me. Transform 

my heart and mind by your word. Make my life abundantly fruitful for your kingdom and your glory. Amen 
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Parables                        Sower And The Soils 
 

As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears 
the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, 
in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty.”  
 

ESV                                                  Matthew 13:23 
 

 

 
  Parables                        Sower And The Soils 

 

But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the 
man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a 
crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown."  
 

NIV                                                   Matthew 13:23 
 
 
 
 

    
Parables                        Sower And The Soils 
 

But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears 
the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 
produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty."  
 

NKJV                                                Matthew 13:23 
 
 

  

 
Parables                        Sower And The Soils 

 

The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear 
and understand God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, 
sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!”  
 

NLT                                                    Matthew 13:23 
 

     
 
Parables                        Sower And The Soils 
 

"The seed cast on good earth is the person who hears and 
takes in the News, and then produces a harvest beyond his 
wildest dreams."  
 

MSG                                                 Matthew 13:23 

 

 
Parables                        Sower And The Soils 
 

But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one 
who hears the word and understands it, who indeed 
bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty."  
 

NRSV                                               Matthew 13:23 

  
Parables                        Sower And The Soils 

 

The good ground represents the heart of a man who 
listens to the message and understands it and goes out 
and brings thirty, sixty, or even a hundred others into the 
Kingdom."  
 

TLB	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Matthew 13:23 
 

    

 
Parables                        Sower And The Soils 

 

As for what was sown on good soil, this is he who hears 
the Word and grasps and comprehends it; he indeed 
bears fruit and yields in one case a hundred times as 
much as was sown, in another sixty times as much, and 
in another thirty.  
 

AMP                                                 Matthew 13:23 

  
Parables                        Sower And The Soils 
 

But what is the seed that fell on the good ground? That 
seed is like the person who hears the teaching and 
understands it. That person grows and produces fruit, 
sometimes a hundred times more, sometimes sixty 
times more, and sometimes thirty times more.“  
 

NCV                                                  Matthew 13:23 
 

    

 
Parables                        Sower And The Soils 
 

"And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, 
this is the man who hears the word and understands it; 
who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty."  
 

NASB                                               Matthew 13:23 

  



Sower And The Soils                 Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Parables – Matthew 13:23                                               In Context: Read Matthew 13  
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, 
yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown." Matthew 13:23 NIV 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
But | the one | who received | the seed | that fell | on good soil | is the man | who hears | the word | and | understands it. | He 
produces | a crop, | yielding a hundred, | sixty | or thirty times | what was | sown." Matthew 13:23 NIV 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, prepare my heart so that your word will take root and grow in me. Help me to hear and obey all you say to me. 
Transform my heart and mind by your word. Make my life abundantly fruitful for your kingdom and your glory. Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How is tending to the condition of your heart like preparing soil so that seed can be planted in it and grow? 
How are you allowing the soil of your heart to be prepared to hear and understand God’s word? 
When has your heart been so filled with pride that you could not hear what God wanted to say to you? 
When has discouragement caused you to loose heart and forget the promises of God? 
When have you let the cares of this world or deceitfulness of sin capture and entangle your heart? 
Why is it important to continue to allow the seed of God’s word to be planted in your life? 
What will be the result of God’s word taking root and growing in your life?   

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow the seed of God’s word to take root in your life and grow so that you will bear abundant fruit for Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will bear an abundance of fruit through your life as you let His word take root in you. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are allowing God’s word to take root in you and grow. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                    Copying not permitted     
 



Sower And The Soils         Matthew 13                Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May the Lord bear an abundance of fruit through your life as you let His word take root in you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, soften and prepare my heart to hear your word so that it will take root and grow in me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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