
Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from 
preaching the word in the province of Asia. When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of 
Jesus would not allow them to. So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. During the night Paul had a vision of a man 
of Macedonia standing and begging him, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready 
at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.  Acts 16:6-10 (NIV) 

 
Shut Doors 

 
The doors seem closed to you, don’t they? Yes, they do. You are a little discouraged that the doors that you’ve 

tried have not opened to you? Yes, I am a little discouraged and probably more than just a little. You have even begun 

to wonder if there is something wrong with you? Yes, I have. I have been hurt and wounded by shut doors when I 

expected them to be wide open. Instead of a warm and healthy greeting, I have been ignored, set aside and forgotten. All I 

wanted to do was freely give of my time, talent and resources. Who ever says no to that unless they think that there is 

something wrong with the gift or the giver?  Doesn’t that have to be it? 

 

Do you know why the doors that you’ve tried seemed to be shut to you?  No, not really, I don’t have a clue. They 

seem to be shut to you because they really are shut. You haven’t been wrong about that.  Why have they been 

shut? That’s a good question for which you have believed a wrong answer that has wounded and hurt you. What’s 

that? You just told me. You’ve believed that doors are shut because something is wrong with you. Isn’t that a logical 

conclusion? It may be logical, but it’s also wrong. It is? Yes, it is. Let me ask you some questions. Go ahead, I’m 

listening.  Who do you think has kept the doors shut that you have tried to open? Would you feel better or worse if I 

told you that it was me who was keeping doors shut that you have wanted to open? Why would you be keeping 

doors shut for me? Why do you think? I’m guessing that you don’t want me to go through those doors. You must have 

something else in mind for me. Those are really good guesses, only they aren’t really guesses, are they? No, I 

suppose that they are not. You know that I have something else in mind for you don’t you? Yes, I do. 

 

I want you to be encouraged. You need to know that I have a purpose and plan for your life. I don’t want you to 

open a wrong door and settle for less than what I have planned for you to do for me. What do you want me to do? I 

will lead you to where you need to go. I will show you what I want you to do. Don’t run ahead or lag behind me. 

Keep in step with me. Listen to me leading and guiding you through life. Soon enough you will need to be ready to 

open a door to go and do what I will ask you to do for me. Alright, I will watch and wait for you to open that door for me. 

 
Holy Spirit, help me to understand when you are opening a door that you want me to walk through. Help me to recognize a 

shut door so that I will not try to break through it. Thank you for guiding my life so I can follow you.  Amen 
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Holy Spirit                              Had Called Us 
And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, 
having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in 
Asia. And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to 
go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. So, 
passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. And a vision 
appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was 
standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.” And when Paul had seen the vision, 
immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding 
that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.  
 

ESV                                                     Acts 16:6-10 
 

 
  Holy Spirit                              Had Called Us 

 

Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of 
Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from 
preaching the word in the province of Asia. When they came to 
the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of 
Jesus would not allow them to. So they passed by Mysia and 
went down to Troas. During the night Paul had a vision of a 
man of Macedonia standing and begging him, "Come over to 
Macedonia and help us." After Paul had seen the vision, we got 
ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had 
called us to preach the gospel to them.  
	  

NIV                                                       Acts 16:6-10 
 
 
    

Holy Spirit                              Had Called Us 

Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of 
Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the 
word in Asia. After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into 
Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit them. So passing by 
Mysia, they came down to Troas. And a vision appeared to 
Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with 
him, saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." Now after 
he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go to 
Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach 
the gospel to them.  
 

NKJV                                                   Acts 16:6-10 
  

 
Holy Spirit                              Was Calling Us 
Next Paul and Silas traveled through the area of Phrygia and 
Galatia, because the Holy Spirit had prevented them from 
preaching the word in the province of Asia at that time. Then 
coming to the borders of Mysia, they headed north for the 
province of Bithynia, but again the Spirit of Jesus did not allow 
them to go there. So instead, they went on through Mysia to the 
seaport of Troas. That night Paul had a vision: A man from 
Macedonia in northern Greece was standing there, pleading with 
him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us!” So we decided to 
leave for Macedonia at once, having concluded that God was 
calling us to preach the Good News there.  
 

NLT                                                       Acts 16:6-10 
     

 
Holy Spirit                              Had Called Us 
They went to Phrygia, and then on through the region of Galatia. 
Their plan was to turn west into Asia province, but the Holy Spirit 
blocked that route. So they went to Mysia and tried to go north to 
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus wouldn't let them go there either. 
Proceeding on through Mysia, they went down to the seaport Troas. 
That night Paul had a dream: A Macedonian stood on the far shore 
and called across the sea, "Come over to Macedonia and help us!" 
The dream gave Paul his map. We went to work at once getting 
things ready to cross over to Macedonia. All the pieces had come 
together. We knew now for sure that God had called us to preach 
the good news to the Europeans.  

MSG                                                    Acts 16:6-10 
  

 
Holy Spirit                              Had Called Us 
They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having 
been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 
When they had come opposite Mysia, they attempted to go into 
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; so, passing 
by Mysia, they went down to Troas. During the night Paul had a 
vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and 
saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." When he had 
seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to 
Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim 
the good news to them.  
 

NRSV                                                   Acts 16:6-10 

  
Holy Spirit                           Was Sending Us 

Next they traveled through Phrygia and Galatia because the 
Holy Spirit had told them not to go into the Turkish province of 
Asia Minor at that time. Then going along the borders of Mysia 
they headed north for the province of Bithynia, but again the 
Spirit of Jesus said no. So instead they went on through Mysia 
province to the city of Troas. That night Paul had a vision. In his 
dream he saw a man over in Macedonia, Greece, pleading with 
him, "Come over here and help us." Well, that settled it. We 
would go to Macedonia, for we could only conclude that God 
was sending us to preach the Good News there.  

TLB                                                      Acts 16:6-10 
 
 

 

    

 
Holy Spirit                              Had Called Us 
And Paul and Silas passed through the territory of Phrygia and 
Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to proclaim the 
Word in [the province of] Asia. And when they had come opposite 
Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not 
permit them. So passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. 
[There] a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man from 
Macedonia stood pleading with him and saying, Come over to 
Macedonia and help us! And when he had seen the vision, we 
[including Luke] at once endeavored to go on into Macedonia, 
confidently inferring that God had called us to proclaim the glad 
tidings (Gospel) to them.  

AMP                                                     Acts 16:6-10 
   

Holy Spirit                              Had Called Us 
Paul and those with him went through the areas of Phrygia and 
Galatia since the Holy Spirit did not let them preach the Good 
News in the country of Asia. When they came near the country 
of Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus 
did not let them. So they passed by Mysia and went to Troas. 
That night Paul saw in a vision a man from Macedonia. The 
man stood and begged, “Come over to Macedonia and help 
us.“ After Paul had seen the vision, we immediately prepared to 
leave for Macedonia, understanding that God had called us to 
tell the Good News to those people.  

NCV                                                     Acts 16:6-10 
     

 
Holy Spirit                              Had Called Us 

They passed through the Phrygian and Galatian region, having 
been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia; and 
after they came to Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, 
and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them; and passing by 
Mysia, they came down to Troas. A vision appeared to Paul in 
the night: a man of Macedonia was standing and appealing to 
him, and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." When 
he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go into 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the 
gospel to them.  
 

NASB                                                   Acts 16:6-10 
  



Had Called Us                           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Holy Spirit – Acts 16:6-10                                                      In Context: Read Acts 16 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the 
word in the province of Asia. When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not 
allow them to. So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing 
and begging him, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, 
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. Acts 16:6-10 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Paul and his companions | traveled throughout | the region of Phrygia and Galatia, | having been | kept by | the Holy Spirit | from | 
preaching the word | in the province | of Asia. | When they came | to the border | of Mysia, | they tried | to enter Bithynia, | but the | 
Spirit of Jesus | would not | allow them to. | So they | passed by Mysia | and | went down to Troas. | During the night | Paul had a 
vision | of a man of Macedonia | standing and begging him, | "Come over | to Macedonia | and | help us." | After Paul | had seen the 
vision, | we got ready | at once | to leave | for Macedonia, | concluding that | God had called us | to preach | the gospel | to them. 
Acts 16:6-10 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Holy Spirit, help me to understand when you are opening a door that you want me to walk through. Help me to 
recognize a shut door so that I will not try to break through it. Thank you for guiding my life so I can follow you. Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When has the Holy Spirit closed a door to something you thought you might pursue? 
When has the Holy Spirit opened up another door for you instead of the one you wanted to go through? 
When have you mistakenly understood a trial or difficulty as a closed door? 
When have you mistakenly tried to break through a door that the Holy Spirit didn’t want you to go through? 
How has the Holy Spirit guided your life and helped you to walk through doors that he has opened to you? 
What has helped you to know with confidence that the Holy Spirit was guiding the direction of your life? 
How has your life been blessed because you went through a door the Holy Spirit opened to you? 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Ask the Lord to give you the power to do the ministry that He is calling you to do for Him. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Holy Spirit will guide your life as He opens doors that He wants you to walk through. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group when the Holy Spirit has opened or closed a door for you. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Had Called Us                          Acts 16                        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you listen to the Holy Spirit guiding you to open doors that He wants you to walk through. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Holy Spirit, help me to recognize open and closed doors as you guide me through life today. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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